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WITNESS STATEMENT OF RASUL FARKHA HUSSEIN

I, Rasul Farkha Hussein, father of Pshtiwan Rasul Farkha, of§ PD :

PD will say as follows:

1. I'am the father of one of the victims of the 23/24 November 2021 tragedy, Pshtiwan Rasul Farkha
(“Pshtiwan”). I have provided this information in consultation with my wife, Khadija Khdir
Hamad (“Khadija”), Pshtiwan’s mother, and other family members where appropriate.

2. Imake this statement in order to provide relevant information, based on my knowledge and
understanding of the circumstances leading up to and during the events under scrutiny.

3. The matters set out in this statement are within my knowledge unless otherwise stated. I
acknowledge that the information that I received from my son during his journey may not
always have been complete and/or accurate. I also wish to state that the events of 23/24
November 2021 were deeply traumatic for me and my family. It has been nearly three years
since the incident, and this may have impacted my ability to recall all events and
conversations fully and/or accurately.

4.  This statement was prepared with the assistance of my legal representatives at Duncan Lewis
solicitors. AsIam illiterate, and cannot read or write, I have been unable to read this statement
as translated into Kurdish Sorani. Accordingly, my legal representatives have ensured that
the translated version has been read back to me in full by a Kurdish Sorani interpreter.

Background:
5. Taman Iraqi national. I was born onPD I have lived in Kurdistan all my life. I live
in the PD tabout 100 km

from Sulaymaniyah.

6. Ihave worked as a gardener for the city council since 2003. As I am getting older, it is getting
harder to do this job. I developed chronic pain in my back and leg around the time of the tragedy
on 23/24 November 2021. Walking has become a struggle for me. Gardening is a labour-
intensive job, and so my condition has made it more difficult, but I must keep working to feed
my family. Financially, we are in a very difficult position at the moment. My eldest son has no
job, and my other sons are still in school.

work, she stays at home. In Kurdish society, women are not expected to work. Instead, they
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look after the family at home.

8. My wife and I have five daughters and four sons Hl total including Pshtiwan. My eldest child

_______________________________________

Farkha, born 1 January 2003; g B Dyari Rasul Farkha, born. ______________ PD i my son
Mohammed Rasul Farkha, born. PD i my son Sarwar Rasul Farkha, born PD
. PD !

9. Srwa, Dyari, Mohammed, and Sarwar still live at the family home. My other four daughters
are married and have left home.

10. My daughter Srwa lives with us because she is ill. She was born with a heart defect and she
needs surgery to correct this. However, this surgery is very expensive. We took her to India, but
they told us they could not carry out a heart transplant. We investigated what it would cost in
Germany, and we found out it would cost more than 100,000 EUR, which we could not afford.
We do not have anything like that kind of money.

11. My daughter’s heart condition requires someone to be available all the time to look after her.
She relies on constant oxygen support, and her oxygen levels need to be monitored closely.
Sometimes, she needs to be rushed to the hospital to see a cardiologist.

12.  Pshtiwan wanted to come to the UK because he believed that once he got status, he would be
able to bring his sister to the UK so that she could get the surgery she needs. There are not the
facilities to treat her here in Kurdistan and taking her abroad is too expensive.

13.  Pshtiwan went to school from the age of six to nine years old. He did not like school. From a
very young age, he was thinking about finding a good job and earning money. He even said he
wanted to start a business. He wanted to help support our family and to take care of his sister.
As far as [ was aware, he was fit and well. When his teachers found out that Pshtiwan wanted
to leave school to earn money, they did not force him to stay because they knew about Srwa.
Pshtiwan left school at nine years old to find work.

14. He started working as an assistant in a vegetable shop. He had several jobs like this from the
ages of nine to fifteen. He learned how to buy and sell vegetables. Eventually, when he was
fifteen, he started a small vegetable-selling business by himself. He would buy vegetables from
a wholesale market, called Maidan, in Hajiawa, where farmers sell their produce. He would
then sell the vegetables at a stall on the street. He helped to support our family with his income.
At that time there were ten of us at home. Women do not typically work in our society, so there
is a lot of pressure on men to support their family. As Pshtiwan was the eldest son, there was
even more pressure on him.
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15. He was so caring in the way he wanted to help support us. He liked helping others too, which
he did quietly and without wanting praise. If a young family was struggling he would bring
them milk or fruit to help them. It brought him peace to help others. It was this attitude that
made him want to leave Kurdistan for the UK, to make a better life for us as a family, and for
his sister in particular to get the medical treatment she needs. However, sometimes I wish we
had all died from hunger rather than let Pshtiwan leave.

16. Pshtiwan was eighteen years old when he left Kurdistan. He was a slimly-built young man,

about 170 cm tall. He was not married and did not have any children.

17. Pshtiwan told me that he could not get a visa to enter the UK. Pshtiwan told me that sometimes
people will use a fake passport to get a visa to the UK, but Pshtiwan was not willing to try that
approach. He wanted to do things honestly. He said that he did not want to use fake details. He
said that if he arrived in the UK and he explained everything and why he was seeking asylum,
then if they did not accept his asylum claim, then that would be the way that God had decided
things, and he would return home. But he told me he was confident, as he believed that, because
human rights hold value in the UK, they would understand his reasons, including his sister’s

illness, and accept him.

Journey from Kurdistan to France:

18.  On 14 September 2021, Pshtiwan travelled alone by plane from Kurdistan to Istanbul. He had a
valid Turkish visa. After he left, we spoke daily, usually via Facebook Messenger. Sometimes
we would talk in the morning, sometimes at night. We would speak on the phone, but also
send voice-notes and text messages. He would not just talk to me, but also his mother, his
sisters, including Srwa, and his brother Dyari.

19. He stayed in Turkey for about two days. After that he took a boat to Italy, which took five or
six days. Pshtiwan made some friends on the boat to Italy. When he arrived in Italy, he was
placed into quarantine with the people he was with on the boat. This was meant to last for
twelve days, but one of the group had flu symptoms, so the Italian authorities extended the
quarantine to 21 days in total. After their release from quarantine, the group travelled together
to France. It took them around two days to reach Northern France, I do not know if they
travelled by train or car. They went to the ‘Jungle” camp in Dunkirk, where Pshtiwan said the
group separated.

20. My son never mentioned that he was treated badly until he arrived in France. I thank God he
was treated well on his journey to France. He was in the jungle for about a month prior to the
incident on 23/24 November. He told me that he was safe, but that things were difficult in the
Jungle. He was sleeping in a tent. Once, he told me that the police had arrested and detained
him for a night. They told him that he had permission to stay in France for one month, after
which he would need to leave. On a different occasion, he made an unsuccessful attempt to
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cross the Channel. When he returned to his tent, it had been destroyed. He said this was
because the police routinely raided the tents and destroyed the camp.

21. Pshtiwan did not know or meet any of the other victims when he was staying in the Jungle, as
far as I know. He never mentioned any of their names.

22. Pshtiwan had made several attempts to cross the Channel before the 23/24 November 2021
attempt but each time he was unsuccessful. I believe he mentioned six attempts before his last
attempt. He told me that on two occasions the police had destroyed the boat before they left
shore by slashing it with a knife. He said that on another couple of occasions the engine had
failed to work properly before they had left shore. On another occasion, they had called the
French Coastguard when the engine failed some distance from shore, and they had returned
them all to the French shore and let them go.

23.  Around seven days before the incident, I do not remember the exact date, Pshtiwan attempted
to cross the Channel in a small boat. The morning after, my wife and I had a video call with
Pshtiwan. I saw that Pshtiwan was completely wet. He said that the previous night he had
tried to cross the Channel but that the boat had deflated. He said that all the passengers went
overboard, and that they were in the water for what seemed like several hours, when the
French coastguard eventually came to rescue them. Pshtiwan told me that there was a baby
in the water who was just eight or nine months old. He said he grabbed hold of the baby and
rescued it. He told me he was a good swimmer. He told us that he did not know that there
were children on board the boat, and that if he had known, he would not have gone with
them. We thank God that no one died. He said that he was back in the Jungle when we spoke.
I asked him if he had any waterproof clothes for the next attempt, and he told me he would
go and buy some suitable clothes.

24.  After this, we were very worried. Pshtiwan tried to reassure us that the crossing from France
to the UK was safe. He told us that the journey from Turkey to Italy was more dangerous than
crossing from France to the UK. I told Pshtiwan to come back to Kurdistan because it was
dangerous to continue his attempts to cross the Channel. He said that he could not go back, that
he had promised his sister that he would get to the UK so that he could bring her there to get
treatment.

The night of the crossing:

25.  On 23 November 2021, Pshtiwan attempted to cross the Channel in a small boat. He spoke to
me once that night from the boat by video call. I cannot remember the exact time he called. 1
think the call was about ten to fifteen minutes long. I saw on the video call that he was wearing
a yellow life jacket and dark blue waterproof trousers.

26. 1was asleep when he called and my wife answered. He told his mum to wake me up because
he said he wanted to speak with me. He told me he was very excited, and asked me to pray
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for him. He showed me the boat on the video call, which looked well-made. I asked him about
the engine, which he said was operating without any issues. I could hear it running in the
background. He showed me the other people on the boat but I could not see them clearly
because it was dark and they were wrapped up in coats and blankets. Pshtiwan told me that
there were only men on the boat and one child. I do not think he was aware that there were
women on the boat. It is my belief that if he had known there were women on board, he would

not have travelled on this boat because of the incident that happened about a week before.

27. Pshtiwan also showed me the lights coming from the UK shore and said that they would be
there in about 30 minutes, and that everything seemed perfect. I felt really relieved. He did
not send me the location of the boat, I wish he had.

28.  When I did not hear from Pshtiwan, I spent the next five days trying to find out what had
happened and whether he was safe. After five days I found out that the boat had sunk.

Impact on our family:

29. When we heard that that the boat had sunk, we were very distressed. My wife collapsed in
shock and damaged her back. She still suffers with chronic pain from this fall. My wife can
only think of Pshtiwan, and whether he is safe in the UK. There is no happiness in our lives,

we can only wait for Pshtiwan to come back.

30. Pshtiwan’s body has never been found and it is the only thing I can think about. I am certain
he is alive. I believe that he will be found and brought back to me. I have to have hope or else
I'will not survive. He was in cold water surrounded by dead people for so long, it may be the
case that he has lost his mind and does not know that he should call his parents. I hope that
the British authorities will check the prisons in the UK in case my son is there. If someone
finds him and he contacts us, our lives would be saved and filled with joy.

31. Ifeel sure that some people were rescued that night, perhaps by helicopter, and that so far the
UK Government has not said anything about it because the boat was sunk in UK territory. I
believe they do not want to be blamed. I believe this because I saw with my own eyes a few
days after the incident in a Facebook video that was removed a few hours after it had been
posted that my son had been rescued from the water. I called to my wife and said, “Look, you
can see him, those are his trousers, his shoes.” I think he was taken to the UK and treated as a

smuggler, so he was put in jail where he remains.

32. Lootka confirmed that my son was not among the dead bodies they recovered. Zana first
called me to tell me that Lootka had confirmed Pshtiwan was not among them. Later the same
day, in the evening, the deceased names were published on the news, and Pshtiwan was still
not among them. I was thrilled and relieved. Before that moment, we had heard that all the
people on board had died. We still had hope.

INQ010092_0005



CONFIDENTIAL — DO NOT REPRODUCE WITHOUT INQUIRY PERMISSION

Docusign Envelope ID: DF683905-8FDF-4104-947B-DC52C4CC2031

33.  We have not been invited to the location to see where the incident happened, I do not know
why. We need to know why the British and French authorities did not reply to their call for
help. If I can just get this answer, I will be very relieved. My son and the people on the boat
are not ISIS, they are not the mafia; so, [ have to question why they were treated like this. That
is the question I want to be answered.

34. It is hard being so far away from where the incident happened. We feel like we cannot do
anything from here. I have one thing to say to the person reading this: if you were in my shoes
for thirty minutes, you would probably understand what feeling we have as a family. We do
not know where our son is. It has been three years and we are still just waiting. Me, my wife
and our children, we are all praying that we will reunite with Pshtiwan.

35. Pshtiwan decided to go to the UK, why did they not wish to protect him? Why did they not
wish to rescue him? I am still wondering why the UK is not disclosing this information about
why they did not rescue them. Why did Pshtiwan have to pay with his life?

Conclusion:

36. 1 think we are paying the price for the disagreement between the French and the British
authorities. They are each trying to deny responsibility

37. The British government claims they are respecting human rights, but what about my son’s
human rights? He and the other victims were the responsibility of the British government,
which failed them. It seems to me that the UK did not think of my son and the others as
human.

38. This whole ordeal has devastated my family. If I had the money, I would try to go to the UK to
search for my son myself. If it could bring my family peace I would get in a boat and cross the
same way he did, but I cannot afford it.

39. I am hoping the Cranston Inquiry will find Pshtiwan because I know he is alive somewhere.
Only when we hear his voice again he will have peace.

Statement of Truth:

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings for
contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to made, a false
statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth.

Signed:
Name:

Date:
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Interpreter’s Declaration:

L Name , declare that I have faithfully translated and read back this statement

for Mr Rasul Farkha Hussein in his native language Kurdish Sorani on 12.11.2024, to the best
of my command of both Kurdish Sorani and English, and that he has confirmed that he has
understood and that the contents are true and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief.

Signed: Personal Data

Nagmies Sherko Abdulrazaq
15/11/2024 | 10:54:05 GMT

Date:
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